
A Comparison of CES and CPS Employment Estimates 

in the New England Region, 1988 to 2002
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Trends in Total Non Agricultural Wage and Salary 
Employment Levels in New England, 1988 to 2000
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Trends in Non Farm Wage and Salary Employment 
Levels in New England, by State, 1988 to 1992 

(annual averages)

Absolute Relative 
1988 1992 Change Change

U.S. 105,201.9 108,590.5   3,388.6 3.2%
New England 6569 5995.6 -573.5 -8.7%
Connecticut 1667.3 1526.1 -141.3 -8.5%
Maine 527 511.9 -15.1 -2.9%
Massachusetts 3130.3 2794.9 -335.4 -10.7%
New Hampshire 528.9 486.9 -42 -7.9%
Rhode Island 459.3 424.8 -34.6 -7.5%
Vermont 256.1 251 -5.1 -2.0%



Salary Employment Levels in New England,
by Major Industry Group, 1988 to 1992 (annual averages)

1988 1992
Mining 3.8 2.6 -1.3 -32.7%
Construction 330.9 181.9 -149 -45.0%
Manufacturing 1344.8 1094.4 -250.5 -18.6%
Transportation 272.2 253.3 -18.9 -7.0%
Trade 1548.2 1372.2 -176.1 -11.4%
Finance, insurance, and real estate 470.7 430.0 -40.7 -8.7%
Services 1719.6 1797.1 77.5 4.5%
Total Government 877.7 863.6 -14.1 -1.6%
Total Area 6569.0 5995.6 -573.5 -8.7%

Absolute 
Change

Relative 
Change



Trends in Non Farm Wage and Salary Employment 
Levels in New England, by State, 1992 to 1997 

(annual averages)

Absolute Relative
1992 1997 Change Change

U.S. 108,590.5 122,676.3 14,085.8 13.0%
New England 5,995.6 6,574.6 579.0 9.7%
Connecticut 1,526.1 1,612.4 86.3 5.7%
Maine 511.9 553.9 42.0 8.2%
Massachusetts 2,794.9 3,108.8 313.9 11.2%
New Hampshire 486.9 570.2 83.3 17.1%
Rhode Island 424.8 450.2 25.4 6.0%
Vermont 251.0 279.1 28.1 11.2%



Trends in Non Farm Wage and Salary Employment 
Levels in New England, by Major Industry Group, 

1992 to 2000 (annual averages)

1992 2000
Mining 2.6 2.9 0.3 11.3% -1
Construction 181.9 281.5 99.6 54.8% -49.4
Manufacturing 1094.4 1,015.1 -79.3 -7.2% -329.8
Transportation 253.3 299.6 46.3 18.3% 27.4
Trade 1372.2 1,599.5 227.4 16.6% 51.3
Finance, insurance, and real 
estate

430.0 478.2 48.3 11.2% 7.5

Services 1797.1 2,377.5 580.4 32.3% 657.9
Total Government 863.6 963.4 99.9 11.6% 85.8
Total Area 5995.6 7,018.4 1,022.90 17.1% 449.4

Net Job 
Recovery

Absolute 
Change

Relative 
Change



Trends in Manufacturing Sector Wage and Salary 
Employment by Major Geographic Regional Divisions, 

1988 to 2000

Absolute Relative
1988 2000 Change Change

New England 1,344.4 1,015.1 -329.4 -24.5%
Middle Atlantic Division 2,929.4 2,269.6 -659.8 -22.5%
East North Central Division 4,228.7 4,312.5 83.7 2.0%
West North Central Division 1,377.4 1,507.4 130 9.4%
South Atlantic Division 3,177.5 2,925.0 -252.5 -7.9%
East South Central Division 1,405.1 1,422.9 17.8 1.3%
West South Central Division 1,521.6 1,706.0 184.4 12.1%
Mountain Division 630.9 753.7 122.8 19.5%
Pacific Division 2,689.4 2,576.4 -113 -4.2%
U.S. 19,315.1 18,476.5 -838.6 -4.3%



Trends in Non Farm Wage and Salary Employment 
Levels in the U.S.by Major Geographic Regional Division, 

1992 to 2000 (annual averages)

1988 2000
Absolute 
Change

Relative 
Change

New England 6,569.0 7,018.4 449.4 6.8%
Middle Atlantic Division 16,877.9 18,321.6 1443.7 8.6%
East North Central Division 18,178.5 22,176.9 3998.3 22.0%
West North Central Division 7,689.2 9,861.4 2172.2 28.2%
South Atlantic Division 18,868.6 24,596.7 5728.1 30.4%
East South Central Division 5,928.1 7,638.9 1710.8 28.9%
West South Central Division 10,184.6 14,001.1 3816.5 37.5%
Mountain Division 5,420.0 8,490.4 3070.4 56.6%
Pacific Division 15,700.4 19,638.9 3938.5 25.1%
U.S. 105,201.9 131,718.5 26516.6 25.2%



The Distribution of Employment in New England by
Major Industry Sector in 1988 and 2000

1988 2000
Construction 5% 4%
Manufacturing 20% 14%
Transportation 4% 4%
Trade 24% 23%
Finance, insurance, and real estate 7% 7%
Services 26% 34%
Total Government 13% 14%
Total Area 100% 100%



Occupational Staffing of Selected Major Industry Sectors

Major Occupations Manufacturing
Retail 
Trade FIRE

Professional 
Service 

1989-1990
PTM & High Level Sales 37.6 32.0 59.1 64.0
Low Sales, Services, Clerical 12.6 52.4 38.5 33.0
Blue-Collar 49.4 15.6 1.9 3.0
2000-2001
PTM & High Level Sales 38.8 36.1 67.2 67.3
Low Sales, Services, Clerical 11.7 46.9 31.1 30.2
Blue-Collar 48.9 16.8 1.4 2.5



Trends in Employment in New England by Major 
Occupation, 1989-90 to 2000-2001

1989-90 2000-2001
Absolute 
Change

Relative 
Change

Executive, Administrative, Mangerial
Professional 1,031,567 1,232,514 200,947 19%
Technical 227,964 215,074 -12,890 -6%
High level sales 453,786 445,339 -8,447 -2%
Low level sales 227,490 189,890 -37,600 -17%
Administrative support 917,747 827,955 -89,793 -10%
Services 621,124 715,135 94,011 15%
Skilled blue-collar 703,079 682,426 -20,653 -3%
Semi-skilled blue-collar 604,586 500,104 -104,482 -17%
Unskilled blue-collar 135,812 152,625 16,813 12%
Total Employment 5,888,285 6,140,928 252,643 4%

21%905,348 1,098,141 192,793



The Distribution of Employment by Occupation and 
Level of Educational Attainment, 1989-1990 to 2000-2001

1989-1990 Total

Less than 
High 

School

High 
School 

Graduate
Some 

College
College 

Graduate
PTM & High Level Sales 100 2.1 18.3 19.9 59.7
Low Sales, Services, Clerical 100 11.8 51 22.9 14.3
Blue-Collar 100 25.5 52.9 15.3 6.3
2000-2001
PTM & High Level Sales 100 1.2 13 22.7 63.2
Low Sales, Services, Clerical 100 8.5 43.4 33.4 14.6
Blue-Collar 100 18 52.1 22.1 7.8



Trends in Employment by Level of Educational 

Attainment in New England, 1989-1990 to 2000-2001

Major Occupation 1989-1990 2000-2001
Absolute 
Change

Relative 
Change

All employed, 16+ 5,888,285 6,140,928 252,643 4.0%
High school dropouts 639,712 437,637 -202,075 -32.0%
High school graduates 2,171,410 1,871,100 -300,311 -14.0%
Some college 1,160,294 1,569,852 409,559 35.0%
College graduates 1,916,869 2,262,339 345,470 18.0%



The Distribution of Employment in New England by 
Level of Educational Attainment

1989-1990 
Percent 

Distribution

2000-2001 
Percent 

Distribution
High school dropouts 10.9% 7.1%
High school graduates 36.9% 30.5%
Some college 19.7% 25.6%
College graduates 32.6% 36.8%



Trends in Non Farm Wage and Salary Employment 

Levels in the New England, January 2001 to May 2002

January May Absolute Relative 
2001 2002 Change Change

Connecticut 1697.6 1679.3 -18 -1.1%
Maine 609.4 611.7 2 0.4%
Massachusetts 3368.1 3294.3 -74 -2.2%
New Hampshire 633.1 627.1 -6 -0.9%
Rhode Island 478.7 484.8 6 1.3%
Vermont 301.6 296.6 -5 -1.7%
New England 7088.5 6993.8 -95 -1.3%
U.S. 132382 130740 -1642 -1.2%


